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John Rinks      

Director of Donor Advising 
I advise successful, generous people 

how to make smart, tax-efficient gifts 

to something they are passionate about  

- Christian education at Lutheran High School - 

now and in their will. 

    

Dear LuHi Donor, 

 

This letter is just to say, ‘Thank You’ and look what you helped accomplish at Lutheran H.S. in the 2016-2017 

school year. I hope you feel really good about your role in this! 
 

Last year we had the largest incoming 9th grade class in the 62-year history of the school with 155 freshmen. 

That new record didn’t last long – this year we have 160 freshmen, and our 524 students breaks the all-time 

record of 502 set in 1976. We are now the 9th largest Lutheran H.S. in America and headed even higher! 
 

Highlights of what was accomplished with your generous gifts: 
 

• Need-based tuition assistance grants enabled 245 students to receive a Christ-centered education at 

Lutheran High School last year. Donors provided $249,000 to the Brandhorst Tuition Angel program, and 

$101,000 at the Auction to help make this happen. (some Auction income went to tech upgrades) 
 

• With $65,000 donated to the Recruit and Retain Rockstars (exceptional teachers) initiative, we could hire 

new Academy Directors to lead our STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) and Business 

Academies, we increased assistance to incentivize our teachers to pursue Master’s degrees in their 

subject area, we increased teacher salaries 3% vs the 2% given to area public school teachers, and we 

retained exceptional teachers who recruitment targets of other schools. 
 

• $373,000 – on top of the $312,000 donated the previous year – completed Greater Impact Phase 1 for 

the new turf field and stadium lighting. For the first time in the history of the school our players and fans 

are enjoying night games for football, soccer, and lacrosse. I hope you can come to a game this year! 
 

• $264,000 in cash and stock was donated to Greater Impact Phase 2 for building additional classrooms. 

Several hundred thousand dollars in leadership pledges were also committed. The school board 

approved plans to move forward publicly with expansion plans. You will hear more about that soon.  
 

• Thanks to $177,000 in estate gifts we completed major upgrades to several classrooms, including a new 

science room, an expanded art room, a new music room, and we relocated the weight room to minimize 

vibration and sound issues. We also reduced debt, and increased our emergency reserves fund. 
 

• Donor support for our Music Academy and Theater Department continues to grow. Over the past two 

years donors have enabled the purchase of new pianos and band instruments, digital music composition 

computer stations and software, and funds for special effects and production of large-scale school 

musicals performed at the prestigious PACE Performing Arts Center in Parker.   
 

• Gifts to our sports teams provided a higher level of excellence in equipment, safety, and performance. 
 

I’m looking forward to even more amazing things we can accomplish together in the new 2017-2018 school year. 

 

Oikonomos! 

 
 

John Rinks 


