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General Background  

1. What are the school’s mission and core values? 

Lutheran High School (LHS) is a Christian high school that nurtures academic 
excellence and encourages growth in Christ.  It was founded in 1955 and 
relocated to its new campus in Parker, Colorado in 2011.  LHS core values are: 

Spiritual Development – We believe that life is all about relationships – with 
Jesus Christ and each other. Every aspect of our school must point to growth in 
our love for Him, for each other and for those in the world that He loves. 

Character Development – Our program is about helping each student develop a 
life that manifests the “fruits of the Spirit” (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control). We develop these 
characteristics by emphasizing academic honesty, showing integrity in our 
relationships with others, developing a work ethic, being good stewards, using 
uplifting language, and serving others. 

Academic Excellence:  Pursuing excellence means we want academics to be the 
very best they can be – we don’t just understand the eternal context. Doing well 
on a test or getting the desired grade is important, but we want students to 
understand the significance and deeper ramifications of the material being 
studied. More than just memorizing the “what,” we want to develop students that 
have the higher order thinking abilities to analyze, synthesize, and create in the 
classroom. 

Competitive Excellence: Colossians 3:23 reminds us that “Whatever you do, work 
at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.”  We want students 
pursuing excellence in all areas:  in the classroom and on the court, field, and 
stage. 

 

2. What makes this school a special place to learn? 

 The small class sizes,  personal care and attention from teachers who are 
passionate about their subject areas create a unique and impactful environment for 
students not only to learn, but to thrive. 

 

3. How old is this high school?  How long has it been in its present location? 

Denver Lutheran High School opened in 1955. Lutheran High School-Parker opened in 
2000. The two campuses consolidated to the Parker campus in 2011 and took the name 
Lutheran High School. 

 



4. How many students attend this high school? 

Enrollment for Fall 2016 will be approximately 475 students from grade 9-12. 
 

5. What are its plans for the future? 

Lutheran High School plans to grow to be a school of 600 students within the next 3 
years with each class averaging about 150 students. As we grow, we will continue to 
keep class sizes small - about 20 students per classroom.  

New turf and lights were added to our stadium in 2016 and plans for a new wing of 
innovative classroom space, a second gym, and additional practice fields are in the 
works for future years. 

 

International Student Program 

1. Describe the school’s international student program.  What are its current 
strengths?  What plans are there for the future of this program? 

The International Student Program is led by an on-staff coordinator who serves as a 
liaison for all international students. The coordinator works with staff and American 
students to help integrate international students into life in an American high school and, 
most specifically, at Lutheran High School. New international students attend orientation 
sessions the week prior to the start of school. The International Student Program also 
coordinates educational support for students who may be struggling in a class due to 
language difficulties. An ESL class is offered for those who have a significant English 
language deficiency. The coordinator also helps students acquire the required service 
hours for their theology classes. All international students are a part of the International 
Club and plan activities (on and off-campus) for the group throughout the year. Each 
year, international cultures are celebrated in some way (i.e. International Culture Days).  

 

The program’s strengths include the orientation process and the willingness of the 
leaders among the American students and staff to help integrate international students 
into life at Lutheran High School. Many international students participate in sports, 
music, theatre and other extra-curricular activities  as a result of these efforts. Future 
plans include providing additional academic support and building even greater 
awareness and understanding of the various cultures from which our international 
population comes. 

 

2. How many international students attend this school?  What countries are they 
from?  What is the percentage from each country? 

During the 2016-2017 school year, there were 46 international students representing 
China, Vietnam, Thailand, South Korea, Japan, Panama, Brazil, Spain, Germany, France, 
Denmark, and South Africa.  The international student population and the countries from 
which they come can vary significantly from year to year. However, historically, the 
majority of international students come from Asian countries. 

 



3. Which colleges/universities have accepted LHS international students?   

Academy of Art Univ-San Francisco 
Arizona State Univ 
Baylor Univ 
Boston Univ 
Colorado Mesa Univ 
Colorado School of Mines 
Concordia Univ-Irvine, CA 
Grand Canyon Univ 
Iowa State Univ 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences 
Michigan State Univ 
Northern Arizona Univ 
Ohio State Univ 
Pennsylvania State Univ 
Purdue Univ 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Rutgers Univ 
State Univ of New York-Binghamton 
Texas A&M 
Union College 
Univ of California-Santa Cruz 
Univ of Cincinnati 
Univ of Colorado-Boulder 
Univ of Colorado-Colorado Springs 
Univ of Colorado-Denver 
Univ of Denver 
Univ of Illinois 
Univ of Iowa 
Univ of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Univ of Oregon 
Univ of Washington 
Washington State Univ 
Whatcom Community College-WA 
And more. 

Some international students have decided to attend college in their home country. 

 

4. What colleges/universities have LHS international students attended after 
graduation?  

Baylor Univ 
Boston Univ 
Colorado Mesa Univ 
Concordia Univ-Irvine, CA 
Grand Canyon Univ 
Green River Community College-Seattle WA 
Hastings College 
Iowa State Univ 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences 



Michigan State Univ 
Ohio State Univ 
Pennsylvania State Univ 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Union College 
Univ of California-Santa Cruz 
Univ of Colorado-Boulder 
Univ of Colorado-Colorado Springs 
Univ of Colorado-Denver 
Univ of Denver 
Univ of Iowa 
Univ of Oregon 
Univ of Washington 
Washington State Univ 
Whatcom Community College-WA  
And more. 
 

5. What assistance is provided to help my child get into the best 
college/university? 

Each year students have an annual meeting with the school counselor to discuss future 
classes as well as career plans.  With the assistance of the Naviance program, students 
are able to explore possible colleges & career paths.  During Jr & Sr year, students meet 
with their college advisor & the school counselor for more in depth discussions 
regarding college choices.  During Sr. year, students meet with the counselor once a 
month or as often as they stop by with questions or needing clarification.  International 
students have different requirements for acceptance; each college has its own unique 
process, so check those websites to find out what is expected.  

It is very helpful for international students to know from their parents what college costs 
are acceptable for their family.  Colleges will require a bank statement which states 
enough funds are available to cover one full year of tuition and room/board.   

College applications are completed June-November 1 of the Senior year of high 
school.  Every college has their own application start date, so please check each website 
for that specific information.  Applications completed early often are rewarded with 
scholarship money.   

Scholarships for international students are unique to each college.  Again it’s important 
to check each website to find out that information.   

 

Academic Program 

1. What areas of study can a student choose in the academic program?   

A general education is provided through the 8 major areas of study offered at Lutheran 
HS:  Theology, English, Math, Social Science, Science, Practical Arts, Fine Arts, 
PE.  Students have the option to take additional classes in any of those areas throughout 
their four years of high school.   



Another option is our Academies which offers more specialized areas of study for Jrs & 
Srs:  Art Academy, Lights Academy, Mission & Ministry Academy, Music Academy, and 
STEM Academy.  For more information on the Academy programs, 
see:  http://www.lhsparker.org/academies   

 

2. What Advanced Placement courses does the school offer? 

AP classes include AP English Literature & Composition, AP English Language and 
Composition, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, and AP US History. There are also an 
additional 8 honors classes available. 

 

3. Can a student take college courses while attending high school? 

Yes, students have the option of taking college online classes through Grand Canyon 
University which requires them to have a 3.0 GPA Jr & Sr year for entrance into the online 
program.  We also have 3 on campus AP classes which can earn college credit through 
Colorado Christian Univ (AP US History, AP English Lit & Comp, AP English Language & 
Comp).  Students also have the opportunity to take college courses at the local 
community college. 

 

4. What kind physical education of classes/courses do they have? 

PE Classes include Recreation Sports & Fitness, Competitive Sports & Fitness, Team 
Strength,  Health and Christian Decisions 

 
If you have additional questions, please contact our International Student Coordinator, 
Jan Hoener at jan.hoener@lhsparker.org. 


